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By the time they enter Key Stage 2, children are becoming more fluent with their reading
and are less reliant on segmenting and blending. As such, phonics teaching is no longer
the focus, and we are now working on building fluency, confidence and comprehension

skills.

Support your child at home by:

- Continuing to listen to them read and to read stories to them

- Sharing what you're reading and your own excitement about books

- Sharing stories from your childhood

- Using their online Bug Club account alongside weekly reading books is

a great way of accessing a range of different texts at the correct level for your
child. Have a look at our ‘Using Bug Club at Home’ Guide for more details on

how to access the online world and to get the most out of their reading books.

Children are beginning to move from learning to read to reading to learn.

Parental engagement and support remains vital in enabling this progress.

Using Bug Club at Home

Bug Club provides carefully graded reading books and eBooks. Every week - \
your child will bring home a physical book from scheol, ready for them to . . \\
share and read with you at home. They will also have access to a teacher &

allocated range of online eBooks which will link tightly to the phonemes they

have been learning and practising in school.

Bug Club
Phonics

Have a look at our handy Bug Club User Guide to help you get the mest out of reading Bug Club
books and exploring the Bug Club Online World ot home |

Using the printed books

*Every week, your child will come home with a book closely
linked to the sounds they have been working on in school.

+Inside every printed book there are notes to help you
make the most of reading with your child.
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Copies of word mats and all other resources are available to download on the ‘Supporting Your Child at Home’ page in the
English Curriculum section of our school website. hitps://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/supporting-your-child-at-
home/57774
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Reading In Year Three

Children continue to be heard regularly in Year
Three, completing a Guided Reading session
with both the Class Teacher and TA every week.

Reading for pleasure is encouraged with time to
explore information and their own reading books
during reading sessions.

Comprehension activities are completed both
within the guided sessions and as an
independent follow up task with a focus on
retrieval and inference skills.

Children are encouraged to take ownership of
changing their own reading books,
independently accessing books matching to
their phonic level.
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Reading Leaflet

Professor Barbara Sahakian from the Department of
Psychiatry at the University of Cambridge said:

"Reading isn't just a pleasurable experience —it's
widely accepted that it inspires thinking and creativity,
increases empathy and reduces sfress. Buf on top of
this, we found significant evidence that it's linked to
important developmental factors in children, improving
their cognition, mental health, and brain structure,
which are cornerstones for future learning and well-
being.”
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Getting involved with reading

The reader
Until they are fluent readers, younger children will ben
aloud to you as often as possible.

Before reading: look at the book cover and talk about your child’'s
expectations. Is the book likely to be fiction or non-fiction? Have you
read other books together about these characters or by this author?

What does your child think the book is going to be about?

While reading: support your child when unknown words need tackling:
you can sound them out, split them into syllables, or identify suffixes and
prefixes. Remind your child to listen to the words while reading them, to
make sure that they make sense. Have a ‘meaning check’ every now
and again to ensure that your child understands the text.

After reading: talk about the book. What was it about? Did it match
your child’s expectations? Ask questions beginning with the words how
and why to check that your child has been able to read between the
lines. Ask whether anything seemed puzzling. Then ask your child to
explain-what they did or didn’t like and why.




Ways to support reading unfamiliar words.

. Can you break it up into chunks/syllables/sounds?
. Which sounds do you know?

. Will reading the rest of the sentence help us?

. What's the first/last sound?

. Which sound do these two letters make when they are together?

Bug Club

Retrieval Questions
These are questions where the child is asked about something which is al-
ready in the text.

. Who is the main character(s)?

. When/where is the story set? How do you know?

. Which is your scanest/worst/funniest part of the story? Why?

. Tell me three facts you have learned from the text.
. Find the part where. _.

. Which part of the story best describes the setting?
. What do you think 1s happening here?

What might this mean?

Inference Questions
These are questions where the child is making a good guess based on
information given to them in the text.

. What do you think...means? Why do you think that?
. Why do you think...?7

. How do you think...?

. When do you think_..?

. Where do you think...?

. How has the author made us think that...?

. Can you explain why...?

. What do these words mean and why do you think that the author
chose them?




Other question prompts

. Can you find a noun/adjective/verb that tells/shows you that. . ?

. Which other word on this page means the same as._.?

. Where do you think._will go next?

. What do you think this book will be about? Why?

. What might.._say about that?

. Do any sections/paragraphs deal with the same theme?

. Describe different characters’ reactions to the same event.

. Which is better and why?

. What is similar/different about the two characters?

. Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence the
story?

. What do you think the author meant by...?

At the end
How/where does the story start?

What happened at the end of the story?
What is the problem in the story? How is it solved?

Can you retell the story to me?

What is the main point in this paragraph?

Can you think of another story with a similar theme? Which stories
have openings like this?

Do any sections/paragraphs deal with the same themes?

How has the author made you feel happy/sad/angry?
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Reading in Years Four, Five and Six

/ Reading Yipers

« By the time children reach Year 4, most will be
competently decoding and cementing their love of
reading. Vocabulary

- At this stage, Reading Vipers is introduced as a tool Infer
to help develop children’s ability to share and explain Predict

their understanding of the text they're reading. Explain
Retrieve

Sequence or Summarise

* As always, parental engagement and support is just
as important as in their early reading years. Reading
Vipers is a great way of helping children and parents
to remember what these vital skills are and in
supporting them to develop these skills at home.

« Children complete a daily Reading Vipers session,
focussing on a different element of their
comprehension skills each day.




Reading Leaflet

Thys, Meok Brace W @ 0 @
U= (ofE Prirary School and Nursery \i‘(
o) Comeardy Raspact Porseverarca

. Readingin Year 4,
Reading Vipers |  Year 5 and Year 6
Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain

Retrieve
Sequence or Summarise

we you
Tnawd READ,

the moRke thinas

By the time children reach Year 4, most will be competently
decoding and cementing their love of reading. At this stage,
Reading Vipers is introduced as a tool to help develop children’s
ability to share and explain their understanding of the text they’re
reading.

At this stage, parental engagement and support is just as
important as in their early reading years. Reading Vipers is a
great way of helping children and parents to remember what

these vital skills are and in supporting them to develop these skills
at home.

Children are taught to draw upon knowledge of word in
order to understand the text. This may also include finding and
explaining the meaning of words in the context of what they have

read. These conversations are a great way to discover which words

children know and fill gaps in this knowledge, expanding their own
repertoire of vocabulary. You could show them how to use a
dictionary or the internet to find definitions. ‘Vocabulary’ questions
might include finding alternative words or discussing which words
are the most effective in an extract.

Example questions

* What do the words ...... and ...... suggest about the
character, setting and mood?

*  Which word tells you that....?

*  Which keyword tells you about the
character/setting/mood?

* Find one word in the text which means......

* Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning
to.......

* Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that.......




Inference

To infer is to find meaning that is not made
explicit in the text. Children will use their
understanding of a wide range of prior
experiences to make sense of events in what
they see and read. As children get more
confident, they should start to increasingly back
these inferences up with evidence from the
text. They may paraphrase or even directly
guote to justify what they think.

Example questions

Find and copy a group of words which show that...
How do these words make the reader feel? How does
this paragraph suggest this?

How do the descriptions of ...... show that they are ......

How can you tell that......

What impression of ...... do you get from these
paragraphs?

What voice might these characters use?

What was .... thinking when.....

Who is telling the story?




Predict

Children are encouraged to predict what they think might happen based on the events so far and
are implied in the text. The emphasis here is not to necessarily be right — if all books were predicta
could become very dull — but to engage with the plot and actively think about where the journey of the
might go.

Example questions

* From the cover what do you think this text is going to be
about?

* What is happening now? What happened before this?
What will happen after?

* What does this paragraph suggest will happen next?
What makes you think this?

* Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the
plot develops?

* Do you think... will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain
your answer using evidence from the text.




Explain

Children are encouraged to explain
their preferences, thoughts and
opinions about a text. As they get
more confident, children should also
be able to explain themes and
patterns across a text as well as why
authors have made certain choices
and the impact of these on the overall
effect of the writing.

Why is the text arranged in this way?

What structures has the author used?

What is the purpose of this text feature?

Is the use of ..... effective?

The mood of the character changes throughout the text.
Find and copy the phrases which show this.

What is the author’s point of view?

What affect does ..... have on the audience?

How does the author engage the reader here?

Which words and phrases did ..... effectively?

Which section was the most interesting/exciting part?
How are these sections linked?




This skill concerns finding and recording information located in the text. It tends to ‘
cover some of the more straightforward and closed questions that don'’t require as

Ret rl eve much inference (often beginning with who, what, when and where). H
challenge can lie in children having to skim back over large quantitie
support your child by helping them to narrow down sections to search
key words that will help them look for the information they need.

can
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* How would you describe this story/text? What genre is
it? How do you know?

* Howdid...?

* How often...?

* Who had...? Who is...? Who did....?

* What happened to...?

* What does.... do?

* How....is......7

* What can you learn from ...... from this section?

* Give one example of......

* The story is told from whose perspective?

.__-. .



Sequence/Summarise

Children are taught to recap the events of a narrative and put them in
order (sequence) or sum them up (summarise). This can be an
effective way to remind children of the story so far in a longer text or to
build familiarity with a shorter book or traditional tale. For younger
children, the ability to retell a well-known story from their head is an
important step in their development and will give them the foundation
on which to build their own stories later on.

* Canyou number these events 1-5 in the order that they
happened?

* What happened after .......?

* What was the first thing that happened in the story?

* Canyou summarise in a sentence the
opening/middle/end of the story?

* In what order do these chapter headings come in the
story?




Reading Rewards

To encourage reading for pleasure, each year
group will have a reading reward chart in their
reading diaries. Each week, if a child can
demonstrate they’ve read at home, a section on
their chart will be completed by an adult in school.
When their charts are full, they can collect their
reward.

Remrard
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Recommended Reads
Brilliant books to share with your children
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ed Reads for Year: The Reader Teacher  Top100 Recommended Reads for Year 6
ING r 2 y - i ‘




\
Thank you for coming! ‘

Now let's get the children...
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