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Phonics

Did you know that the English language has:

26 letters
44 sounds
and over 100 ways of spelling these sounds!

Phonics is how we make sense of all of these.

Systematic Synthetic Phonics - the teaching of reading
and spelling by breaking down words into the smallest unit of
sound.

Bug Club

It’s all about hearing, recognising and using sounds enabling us to
break down and build up words (segmenting and blending).




Phonics

All words are reducible to
units of sounds called
‘Phonemes’ which we
write down using letters
or small groups of letters
called ‘graphemes’.

-DfE approved scheme
Bug Club

-Each phoneme has an
image and action linked
to it to aide recall

We teach:

-Pure phonics for reading
and spelling

-Letter names are taught
alongside

As well as:

-High frequency words
-Irregular/Tricky words
(shape words)

-Common Exception
Words

=5zisi= ) rhymes, sounds in the environment.

=azlsis 2 alphabet sounds s, a, t, p, i, n

looking at double/triple letter sounds

Phase 3 (digraphs/trigraphs) ch, sh, igh

HaE{= 48 cvee and ceve words flap, jump

EAEE{I5) alternative spellings - ay, ai, a-e

refining skills, developing accuracy and
fluency and learning rules

Phase 6

Nursery

Reception

Reception

Reception

Year 1

Year 2




Phoneme
The smallest unit of sound in a word. The sound a letter or
group of letters makes. You hear a phoneme.

Grapheme
Letter(s) representing a phoneme. How you write the
sound down. You can see a grapheme

Single letter sounds such as; s, a, t

Digraphs
Two-letters-making-one-phoneme-(sound)-such-as;-¢ch;sh;,
ai. In phase 2 these are our friendly letters — |l, ck, ss, ff,
zz.

Digraphs
Common digraphs: sh, ch, th, ng

Vowel digraphs: contains at least 1 vowel - ar, or, ur, ow

Long vowel digraphs: two vowels which together make the
vowel letter name — ai, ee, ie, 0oa, 00

Trigraphs
3 letters which make 1 phoneme (sound) such as; igh, air, ear,
ure

Not as common




Actions and pictures
to aide recall

L eletntds  ase s = Y SN N _‘..-d!

Demonstration videos of how to say each phoneme
and of the action and image which corresponds to
each one are available on the ‘Supporting Your
Child at Home’ page in the English Curriculum
section of our school website.
https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/suppo
rting-your-child-at-home/57774



https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/supporting-your-child-at-home/57774
https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/supporting-your-child-at-home/57774

Segment to spell
Blend to read 4-'

Segmenting ba*'- b a .l..

+ Identifying and splitting a word up into individual sounds oo

Blending
« Combining the individual sounds we can hear together to " h
make a word 9001. n ' 9 T
@ _— @ @ @
Strategies
« Sound talking — robot talk, arm, sound fingers, Switch-It

fingers .
e Sound buttons and tiles Ch | C k

* Phoneme frames




Phase 4

When children start Phase 4 they will know a grapheme for each of the 44 phonemes. They
will be able to blend phonemes to read CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words, and
segment in order to spell them.

Children will also have begun reading straightforward two-syllable words and simple captions,
as well as reading and spelling some tricky words.

In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to consolidate

the children’s knowledge and to help them learn to read and spell words which have adjacent
consonants, such as trap, string and milk

tent flap cramp float sprout




Phase 5

c(ial) c(ian) ss(ion) t(ign)

X @@g ﬁ

Unit 13: wh, ph
Then Units 14 — 27 are alternative graphemes for previously taught digraphs and trigraphs




Alternative Spellings

« Explore all the different ways we can write the same sound down
» Begin to learn rules for when we use each one

For example;

All of these make the long i sound
- pie

- time

« Other examples
-ch making the ¢ sound as in school, Christmas
-c making the s sound-as in cycle, December




Split digraphs ‘

« 2 letters not adjacent, split by another letter.

« Used to be known as magic e — makes you say the letter name

bone Tlme shake

IV VA v

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvitMzULOlw



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvtMzUL0lw

Real and nonsense words

Screening Check

Aim is to check that a child is
making progress in phonics.

They are expected to read a
mixture of real and nonsense
words.

Takes place in June of Year 1.

Practice theet: Real words

— Yﬁlyonics

Practica thest: Paeuds waords

In ot

at vap
beg osk
sum ect
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Words we have to learn don

Tricky/irregular words (shape words)
Common exception words

* You can’t sound them out — you just have to learn them!
 Dalily practice

Strategies:

» funny voices

» take a photo

 flashcards (repeat after an adult)

* games — run to a word, write them in paint, flour, shaving foam etc
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Resources to support recall

On O

she they
we all
me are
be my

was

went your
L

Irregular Words

Sound Mat

.ﬂlllllll
% IIII
sleléjolo|

All of these resources are available to download on the ‘Supporting Your Child
at Home’ page in the English Curriculum section of our school website.
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Reading in Year One

Children will have Guided Reading sessions three times a week.
They read in a group, with an adult leading the session.

We begin the session with ‘Switch it — a game which helps children’s
segmenting and early decoding skills.

We then have a closer look at decoding words from the book. We
monitor children’s reading as they read alongside each other
focusing on different Year One objectives, have a phoneme hunt and
complete some verbal or written comprehension.

These sessions will be stamped on their objectives slip and a record
will be kept in their reading diaries.

Your child will read individually on a Thursday or a Friday, where their
book will be changed, and we will check who has read at home.

We change children’s books once a week to ensure they gain an in
depth understanding of the book and the language and become
fluent in decoding words they may have initially found more difficult.

1

- Week hegi.nni.ng: 6924

Thiz week in cur Guided Reudi.ng SESsSilorns, we
will he Iu—cu.si.ng an the j:u-“.u-wi.ng leurni.ng in-

tentions:

Yu—ur I'_I'li.l.d I'ICI.S recu:l o tI'IESE d.ﬂ.l_.!.i:

Guided reucli.nE Session

Guided reudi.ng SEssion

Guided [Eucli.ng, Session

Individual reudi.ng Session




Reading in Year Two

As they move through the Key Stage and into Year Two, the children \Week, begm.mng/

become more fluent with their reading, relying less on segmenting and

blending and beginning to read to learn rather than learning to read. Text : Whizz!

Children are still heard read regularly, giving them chance to build This week irv our Guided, Readingz SeSELONS,
confidence, and fluency and greater emphasis is placed on wes will, b@}owsmgz om’drw}ollovwngz

comprehension and understanding of the text they have read.

lf,w\r\ing/ intentions:
Each week, children will be heard read as part of a Guided Reading .
session with the Class Teacher and/or TA as well as being heard To demonstrate under's‘randmg of what

individually. is read independently, self-correcting

. . o . _ where the sense of the text is lost.
These sessions will be stamped on their objectives slip and a record will f

be kept in their reading diaries. To sound out unfamiliar words

Switch It and phonics practise still forms an important building block in accumTelY without undue hesitation
each reading session, before moving on to word and sentence level work when r‘eading aloud.
and developing their comprehension skills.

We change children’s books once a week to ensure they gain an in depth
understanding of the book and the language and become fluent in
decoding words-they may have-initially found-more difficult.




How can you hel P — /\:h;{l\‘é,-?;,,\[

at home?
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Provide opportunities for reading and
writing at home.

Play games.
Share your own love of books and words.
Make it fun — it doesn’t have to be a chore.

Think about the building blocks — it doesn’t

always have to be reading a book. Bug Club

Repetition leads to fluency.

Give your children a model to follow. Read
to them and share your favourite stories.

/} ""9 song Shok 3‘

Remember, reading doesn't always have to involve a book!
Play games and have fun and still practise those segmenting
and blending skills.

eomdclirnm and Srnol e IR S
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Bug Club Online World—Make the most of
the bank of online eBooks to enable your
children to practise their skills, earn and
enjoy spending rewards and access a wide
range of books to read for pleasure.

Useful Websites:
Phonics Play, Bug Club
Alphablocks (iPlayer)

Sound Hunt—hunt around home/outside

Sound sort—use objects or picture cards
and put them in a lucky dip bag or a sand
tray. Pull out an object/picture, name it,
identify initial sound and sort.

for things that start with that days pho-
neme.

Trikes and Bikes— Set up some 'garages’
labelled with a phoneme. Chn. pick an ob-
Ject/picture out of a lucky dip bag then
deliver it to the correct garage.

Bean bag/ball throw—Spread out some
targets and place a flashcard in each one.
Throw a ball/bean bag at a target and say
the phoneme inside whichever target they
hit, Or swap it round and give them a pho-
neme to aim for.

What's in the box?—fill a box with a col-
lection of objects that all start with the
same phoneme. Pull out the objects and see
if chn. can recognise the common initial
sound.

Silly Soup—Have a collection of ingredi-
ents ready to sort into your soup. Your
soup is only allowed ingredients that start
with a particular phoneme, Sing the song—
‘we're making silly soup today, we'll make it
nice and silly, we're going to put it in the
fridge to make it nice and chilly.’

Write in any way that excites them—
chunky chalks, rainbow words, on the floor,
in the air, on their hands on a friend's
back

Sensory tray formation—use fingers in
sand/foam trays to make patterns, letter
shapes or write words.

Walk the plank— Use the phonemes you've
been practising to make some simple word

cards. Set up a 'plank’ and explain that only
pirates who can read the word can walk the

plank,

Buried Treasure—Hunt for coins with
words on then sort into "treasure’ and
'trash’.

Hopscotch—set up a hopscotch style grid
with different phonemes written in them,
then give chn. the challenge of jumping to
particular ones in a particular order

Blending cars—write a word and add sound
buttons, then drive the car along the sound
buttons to encourage them to blend.

Find what they love and build from
there.




How can you help at home? e

your child will bring home a physical book from school, ready for them to ::./“_9
share and read with you at home. They will also have access to a teacher e

liocate of online eBooks which willlink tightly to the phonemes they .BU9 ClUb
’ - :nv: beznsl::'::mgondpmc::(sm: in schoo:cph il Phgnlcs

Gettl n g I nVO Ived Wlth read I n g Have a look at our handy Bug Club User Guide 1o help you get the mest out of reading Bug Club

books and exploring the Bug Club Online World at home|
The I‘ead er - - - _ Using the printed books
Until they are fluent readers, younger children will benefit from reading aloud very mek,your chid willcome home with o bk coely
. linked to the sounds they have been working on in school.
to you as often as possible. iy bl e b

make the most of reading with your child.

Before reading: look at the book cover and talk about your child’s expectations. Is the book likely to
be fiction or non-fiction? Have you read other books together about these characters or by this
author? What does your child think the book is going to be about?

While reading: support your child when unknown words need tackling: you can sound them out,
split them into syllables, or identify suffixes and prefixes. Remind your child to listen to the words
while reading them, to make sure that they make sense. Have a ‘meaning check’ every now and
again to ensure that your child understands the text.

After reading: talk about the book. What was it about? Did it match your child’s expectations? Ask
guestions beginning with the words how and why to check that your child has been able to read .
between the lines. Ask whether anything seemed puzzling. Then ask your child to explain what they ‘;“_ ‘
did or didn’t like and why.




Reading Leaflet

Professor Barbara Sahakian from the Department of
Psychiatry at the University of Cambridge said:

"Reading isn't just a pleasurable experience —it's
widely accepted that it inspires thinking and creativity,
increases empathy and reduces sfress. But on top of
this, we found significant evidence that it's linked to
important developmental factors in children, improving
their cognition, mental health, and brain structure,
which are cornerstones for future learning and well-
being."”
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Reading in Key Stage 1

the more thivgs you will

The more that you
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the more places you'll

§ Go
[ Dr S\tuss
e

Retrieval Questions
These are questions where the child is asked about something which is
already in the text.

. Who is the main character(s)?

. When/where is the story set? How do you know?

. Which is your scariest/worst/funniest part of the story? Why?3
. Tell me three facts you have learned from the text.
. Find the part where...

. Which part of the story best describes the setting?
. What do you think is happening here?

. What might this mean?

guess based on information given to them in the text,
. What do you think..means? Why do you think that?
. Why do you think...?

. How do you think...?

. When do you think..?

. Where do you think..?

. How has the author made us think that..?
. Can you explain why..?

chose them?

Inference Questions- are questions where the child is making a good

. What do these words mean and why do you think that the author

. Find two ways the author tells you....
Ways to support reading unfamiliar words.
. Can you break it up into chunks/syllables/sounds?
. Which sounds do you know? ol

. Will reading the rest of the sentence help us?
. What's the first/last sound?
. Which sound do these two letters make when they are together?




Reading Rewards

To encourage reading for pleasure, each year
group will have a reading reward chart in their
reading diaries. Each week, if a child can
demonstrate they’ve read at home, a section on
their chart will be completed by an adult in school.
When their charts are full, they can collect their
reward.

Remard

OO

Super Star Reader

Each weck you read at home, bring this into class. When all the stars are full
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The ReaderTeacher  Top100 Recommended Reads for Year 2
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Brilliant books to share with your
children
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Thank you for coming! ‘

Now let's get the children...
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