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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

The EYFS gives children secure foundations for later learning.  

What does it involve?
There are 7 areas of learning in the EYFS. These consist of 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Prime Area)
Developing skills of self-regulation, managing self and building relationships with others.

Communication and Language (Prime Area)
Developing skills in speaking, listening, attention and understanding.

Physical Development (Prime Area)
Developing control and coordination of the body in large and small movements such as climbing, running and using tools such as pencils 
and scissors.

Literacy (Specific Area)
Developing early word reading, comprehension and writing skills.

Maths (Specific Area)
Developing understanding of number and numerical patterns.

Understanding the World (Specific Area)
Investigating and beginning to understand the things, places and people around them, including culture, past and present and the 
natural world. 

Expressive Arts and Design (Specific Area)
Using imagination by performing and creating with a variety of media and materials 



Reading and Phonics

The teaching of phonics and reading will take place every day in Reception. 

Our phonics teaching follows the DfE approved Bug Club scheme. This scheme entails daily sessions 
within which we will teach the children a new phoneme, practise applying it in reading and writing and 
explore how to form letters correctly. 

We teach Pure Phonics for reading which means we teach the children to say the sounds letters make. 
Alongside, we will teach children the letter names. 

As well as learning the different sounds (phonemes) across the phases of Bug Club, the children will also 
learn High Frequency Words, such as ‘dad, mum, but’ and Irregular Tricky Words, such as ‘they, the, all.’

Have a look at the ‘Supporting Your Child at Home’ page in 
the English curriculum section of the school website for 
lots of materials to support with using phonics at home. 



What do we mean by phoneme? 

A phoneme is the sound a letter or group of letters makes. 

You can have single letter sounds such as; s, a, t 

Digraphs such as; ch, sh, ai 

Trigraphs such as; igh, air, ear 

These are the building blocks for reading and writing and your children 
will start by learning single letter sounds at the start of Phase 2, 
before being introduced to digraphs and trigraphs as they move 
through the phases. 

More information about Phonics and Reading will be available at the 
Phonics and Reading Workshop on Wednesday 18th September. 



How do we use our phonics to help us learn to read? 

After learning their first few sounds, your children will be ready to start using these to help 
them segment and blend words to help them decode and read. 

cat

shot

high



Reading in School and at Home

Your child will have group Guided Reading and/or an individual reading session in school, led by the Class Teacher or 
the Teaching Assistant. These session take place every day for different groups of children so we ask that Reading 
Diaries and books are in school every day ready for us to use whenever we might need them. 

Please make a note in Reading Diaries to show whenever you have shared a book with your child at home so we know we 
can change the book.

Reading books will be changed once a week on a Friday and are carefully matched to the sounds your child will have 
been learning in school in phonics.

Explore the inside covers of their reading books for an outline of the sounds each book covers, some practice words 
to segment and blend and some possible questions for you to ask about the story you have shared. 

Little and often is the best way to help your children whilst they are learning to read. Even as little as 5 minutes at a 
time, encouraging them to read to you or you sharing a story with them will have a massive impact on their ability to 
read. 

We will have one session each week in our school library (Starfish Tuesday, Seahorses Friday) 
where your child will be able to select a book to bring home to share. A new one can be chosen 
each week when the old one is returned.



Handwriting

We follow Bug Club Handwriting to form letters.

To begin we will focus on patterns and basic letter shapes linked to the sounds we will be 
working on in our Bug Club phonic sessions.

Please see below for details of how to form each letter:



Forest School
In Reception we will be exploring and learning in schools’ outdoor Forest School area each Tuesday morning for Seahorses and every 
Thursday morning for Starfish. Sessions will begin on Tuesday 1st October for Seahorses and Thursday 3rd October for 
starfish. We will go out for these sessions in all weathers except high winds/storms. On these days, school uniform is not needed. 
Children need to come to school dressed ready for their Forest School session, including their waterproofs and wellies, and will 
then stay in their Forest School clothes for the rest of the day.  Children will need a clean pair of shoes to change into and a named 
bag to put their wellies and waterproofs in. Please ensure all items are named. 

Recommended outdoor clothing for Autumn/Winter/Spring term:
• Wellington boots (brought to school in a named carrier bag please)
• Clean shoes
• Warm, thick socks
• Thick trousers or jogging bottoms for both boys and girls (leggings underneath are a good idea if it is really cold)
• Vest
• Long sleeved top
• Fleece or wool jumper
• Waterproof jacket and trousers or an all-in-one waterproof suit
• Hat, gloves and scarf

Recommended outdoor clothing for Summer term:
• Wellington boots
• Clean shoes
• Full length (to protect legs) leggings, jogging bottoms or jeans
• Long sleeved top (to protect arms) 
• Waterproof jacket
• Sun hat/cap
• Sun lotion (Please apply some once-a-day sun lotion on your child before coming to school)



P.E.

P.E will be outside whenever possible.

As it will be weather dependent with no set day,  
your child will need their P.E. kit in school all week.

Your child will need a P.E. t-shirt (in plain white or a house 
colour that can be purchased from school), black/navy shorts 
and jogging bottoms, plus a pair of trainers. 

P.E kits can be kept on your child’s coat peg in the cloakroom. 
We will send them home to be washed at the end of each 
half-term.



Learning Journeys and books

In school, your child will have 3 different books for their work to go into; 
Writing, Maths and a Learning Journey.

One way you can contribute is by completing ‘Wow Stars’ for whenever your child does something 
special or achieves something at home. For example; you might like to tell us if they have been 
particularly helpful, attended their first swimming lesson or managed to stay in their own bed all 
night, etc. Write their achievement on the star and send it into school with them. We will then share 
and celebrate this with the rest of the class and put them up on display on our class ‘Wow Wall’. At 
the end of each term, we will transfer the Wow Stars into your child’s Learning Journey. A set of 
Wow Stars will be coming home in your child’s book bag soon. Should you need any further stars, just 
let us know and we can send some more home.

We will be having half-termly, informal ‘drop-in’ sessions for each Reception class where you can look 
in your child’s books, visit the classroom and make a contribution to your child’s Learning Journey.
We will let you know when these will be taking place. The first drop-in session for Starfish class is 
Tuesday 1st October and the first session for Seahorses class is on Thursday 3rd October. These 
sessions will be 9:00 – 9:30am.

 



Profiles

We will record your child’s progress and development throughout their 
Reception year in a Profile. The profile is a statutory document that we 
are required to keep. The profile is passed onto your child’s next teacher 
and forms an important part of the transition to Year 1.

In June, we will decide and record your child’s attainment against the 
Reception Early Learning Goals (ELGs) . Details of these ELGs are to be 
found on the next slides.



Early Learning Goals















Please put your child’s name onto all of their belongings!

Thank you for listening and reading.

We hope you have found this information useful.
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